May 19, 2020

Dear Academy Parents,
Summer vacation is a wonderful time for our children to run, play, explore, socialize, and spend quality
time with family and friends. Unfortunately, it is also the time for “summer brain drain”. Studies have
shown that “on average, students lose approximately 2.6 months of grade level equivalency in
mathematical computation skills over the summer months.” ("Primer on Summer Learning Loss." Primer
on Summer Learning Loss. N.p., n.d.) In order to help alleviate some of this summer loss, I am providing
your child with a list of skills to complete on IXL.com. The checklist of skills is specific to your child
based on the grade and math class that he/she will be completing this school year. It would be most
effective for students to spread out work on these skills over the course of the entire summer rather
than trying to complete them all at once. Students will earn an effort grade based on the number of
skills that they have satisfactorily completed (see next paragraph).
IXL is a program designed to promote mastery of skills already taught. The skills on your child’s list
have been carefully selected based on the material that was covered this past school year and skills that
are significantly important for success at the next level. Please note that students should strive for, but
do not have to earn 100% to achieve mastery (80% is considered satisfactory). Also, students will need
to have scrap paper and a pencil on hand to complete many of the problems assigned. Students need to
be mindful as they work on each skill. It is not meant to be a speed drill. Random guessing will result in
a poor score and additional problems will be added to the set that will need to be completed to earn
80%. If you notice that your child has spent more than 20 minutes on one particular skill, please
encourage him/her to stop working on that skill. A loss of 1% on his/her effort grade is not worth the
frustration.
A copy of the skills list for each class will be available on the Holy Name website and current 6th and 7th
grade students can access the list on Google Classroom. IXL provides technical support should any
questions about use of the program arise.
Thank you for your cooperation and I look forward to working with you and your child during the
2020/2021 school year.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Jeanette Senfftleben

IXL.com Summer Math Skills
Students completing 7th grade Course 2 and entering 8th grade Course 3 for the 2020/2021
school year should complete the following skills with 80% accuracy prior to the first day of
school.
Instructions: Go to IXL.com; enter your user name and password provided. Click on “Math”,
then click on “7th grade” (if you have already been on IXL for math this step may be
unnecessary). Remember, this is a review of what you learned in your 7th grade math class.
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E.4
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F.7
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G.3
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G.9
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I.2
I.9
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Integers on number lines
Graph integers on horizontal and vertical number lines
Absolute value and opposite integers
Compare and order integers
Subtract integers using counters
Integer addition and subtraction rules
Add and subtract integers using counters
Add and subtract decimals: word problems
Multiply decimals and whole numbers: word problems
Divide decimals by whole numbers: word problems
Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals: word problems
Understanding fractions: word problems
Compare fractions: word problems
Convert between mixed numbers and improper fractions
Compare mixed numbers and improper fractions
Round mixed numbers
Add and subtract fractions
Add and subtract mixed numbers
Multiply fractions and whole numbers
Multiply fractions
Multiply fractions and mixed numbers: word problems
Divide fractions
Divide fractions and mixed numbers: word problems
Convert fractions or mixed numbers to decimals
Convert decimal to fractions or mixed numbers
Convert between decimals and fractions or mixed numbers
Understanding exponents
Evaluate exponents
Square roots of perfect squares
Estimate square roots

